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Alan Sharp, Portugal's poor military performance in the First
World War, notably in Africa, restricted Afonso Costa's (1871-
1937) ability to secure his diplomatic aims which, in any case,
were highly unrealistic. Nevertheless, his loyal press in Portugal
described him as the leader of the small nations', and reported
his every statement as a major triumph. Afonso Costa's most
important intervention took place in May 1919, when he
denounced the Allies' unwillingness to make Germany pay for all
the damage she had caused during the conflict; this speech led
to a number of newspaper interviews in which Costa restated his
position. It is clear that the interventionists needed a favourable
Treaty in order to demonstrate to the country that its sacrifices
had been worthwhile. The final draft of the Treaty was thus a
complete shock to Portuguese public opinion, and came as a
major defeat to the interventionists, who saw all their hopes for
tangible gain evaporate. It effectively spelt the end of Costa's
political career, although this was not yet clear. This biography
of Afonso Costa considers the political implications of Portugal's
participation in...
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Reviews

Good eBook and helpful one. It really is writter in straightforward words and phrases and never confusing. I am just
effortlessly could possibly get a enjoyment of looking at a published book.
-- Rom a ine Rippin   

The book is great and fantastic. it absolutely was writtern very properly and beneficial. It is extremely diBicult to leave
it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Lyda  Da vis II     
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