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Subject: Electric utilities -- Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Figure 6. Danish Electricity
Generation, 2002 Biogas ( 3 ) Hydro 1 Solid Biomass ( 13 ) Waste ( 15) Fossil Fuels 83 Non-Hydro Renewables 17
Wind ( 69 ) 0 Source: International Energy Agency, Energy Statistics of OECD Countries, 2001-2002, OECD [EA,
2004, Paris. 69 In 2002, Denmark generated 39 billion kilowatthours of electricity, of which 83 percent was from
fossil fuels. ( See Figure 6. ) Denmark has less than 10 MW of hydropower capacity, so the remaining 17 percent
is from other renewable energy sources, 70 primarily wind. Denmark began pursuing renewables as a source of
energy in the mid-1970s as a response to high prices for oil imports. The program began with funding for
research and development, but turned more toward developing the industry when, in 1979, the government
began offering an investment subsidy for up to 30 percent of the cost of wind turbines, biogas digesters, and
solar 71 panels. Although reducing Denmarks dependence on foreign oil is still relevant, this has taken a back
seat to measures enacted by Denmark to protect the environment. Particularly important has been the goal of
reducing carbon dioxide emissions to comply with Denmarks commitments to the European Union ( EU ). Since
the 1970s, the Danish government has been consistent in passing and funding its renewable energy policies,
thereby fostering an environment of relative certainty for developers. Two factors drive this consistency in
policymaking. First, Danes have an environmental...
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