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language: English, abstract: While we are generally eager to
recognize the importance of medicine and medical discourse in
the contemporary world, it is not always easy to connect the
history of medicine with the study of anti-Semitism. Indeed, this
topic has received relatively little attention from scholars.
However, I will argue that a closer look at the anti-Semitic
elements of medical discourse is an important and promising
enterprise. If we examine the most notorious manifestation of
modern anti-Semitism, the Shoah, we can easily see that it was
at least partially prepared and justified by the authority of
medical science. In contemporary post-modern world,
academics and laymen alike often question the objectivity of
science and its ability to coherently explain the world, but for the
late 19th and early 20th century Europeans Science was perhaps
the highest authority and the main reference point. Accordingly,
when the genocide of the Jews was justified scientifically,...
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