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1909 In its practical relations to operations within the abdomen and pelvis the great omentum has not received
the attention its importance deserves. Scarcely an incision is made into the abdominal cavity but this structure
appears, yet surgical literature gives it only passing mention. McClellan best describes its anatomic peculiarities
as being composed of two folds of peritoneum passing downward from the greater curvature of the stomach,
varying in length, then duplicating itself back to the transverse colon. In these four folds of peritoneum is
contained a quantity of fat, and to these folds is due the immense power to form adhesions which is the chief
characteristic of the omentum, thus furnishing in a normal condition an eEicient covering to the viscera from
without, and in pathologic conditions from within, a competent barrier. Its blood-vessels freely anastomose
with those of the peritoneum, giving enormous vitality, and herein it diEers widely from the viscera nourished
by a mesentery. Greig Smith is authority for the statement that the normal omentum is not demonstrable on
physical examination, and eliminating as abnormal the not uncommon cases of large local deposit of fat in its
folds, the assertion is true. The omentum of itself is not oGen subject to disease, and in most instances is
aEected secondarily. Primary carcinoma is never found, as the omentum has no epithelial elements. Sarcoma
is of rare occurrence, and at times cystic in character; the few sanguinolent cysts which have been collected
and reported by Reamy, when not due to injury, were mostly of this nature. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands...
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