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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.llya Lvovich Tolstoy (May 22, 1866 - December 11, 1933) was a Russian
writer and a son of Leo Tolstoy. IN one of his letters to his great-aunt, Alexandra Andreyevna Tolstoy, my father
gives the following description of his children: The eldest [Sergei] is fair-haired and good-looking; there is
something weak and patient in his expression, and very gentle. His laugh is not infectious; but when he cries, |
can hardly refrain from crying, too. Every one says he is like my eldest brother. | am afraid to believe it. It is too
good to be true. My brother s chief characteristic was neither egotism nor self-renunciation, but a strict mean
between the two. He never sacrificed himself for any one else; but not only always avoided injuring others, but
also interfering with them. He kept his happiness and his sufferings entirely to himself. Ilya, the third, has never
been ill in his life; broad-boned, white and pink, radiant, bad at lessons. Is always thinking about what he is told
not to think about. Invents his own games. Hot-tempered and violent, wants to fight at once; but is also tender-
hearted and very sensitive. Sensuous; fond of eating and lying still doing nothing. Tanya [Tatyana] is eight
years old. Every one says that she is like Sonya, and | believe them, although | am pleased about that, too; |
believe it only because it is obvious. If she had been Adam s eldest daughter and he had had no other children
afterward, she would have passed a wretched childhood. The greatest pleasure that she has is to look after
children. llya was born at Yasnaya Polyana and spent most...
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