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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 edition. Excerpt: . chapter fifteenth. The destruction of the Virginia necessary
and proper. Admiral Buchanan s view of the act. Flag-officer Tattnall ordered to return to Savannah and take
command of the naval defenses of Georgia. He demands a Court of Inquiry, which convenes and finds
adversely to Captain Tattnall. Protest entered, by some of the officers of the Virginia, against the official
approval of the finding. Published strictures upon the conduct and finding of the court. Flag-officer Tattnall
demands a Court Martial. It is ordered. Its composition. Charges, and Specifications of Charges preferred.
Tattnall s defense. Finding of the court. General satisfaction at the triumphant vindication of Flag-officer
Tattnall. Letter of the Honorable J. L. Petigru. There can be no question of the fact that upon the evacuation of
Norfolk the usefulness of the Virginia terminated. The enemy would not meet her in the waters of Hampton
Roads. All avenues for supplies, --such as coal, provisions, and water, --and all opportunities for repairs, were
cut off. Her draft of water, (twenty-two feet six inches), was too great to allow her to steam up the James river.
To have lightened her sufficiently to have permitted her, even under the most favorable circumstances, to have
done so, would have destroyed her formidable character as an iron-clad; for her wooden sides would then have
been exposed. Commodore Tattnall fully appreciated the situation and promptly assumed the responsibility of
destroying her to prevent her falling into the hands of...
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