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n est pas d etre riche, noble; c est d etre heureux. 28 This is clearly a revolt against the conventional marriage in
favor of one in which love plays a large part. In Denise we find two points of view. That of Fernand, the young
Don Juan and fortunehunter, is that there is no such thing as real love, that marriages are made out of
curiosity or from some sordid motive. That of Thouvenin, the reasoner and representative of the author, is filled
with a lofty idealism, including the idea of loving only one woman, and being strictly continent till she is found
and wedded. Marthe, Andre s younger sister, says some very radical things about marriage: Celui des deux qui a
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mele a un engagement de notre coeur. 80 In Francillon another young girl, Annette, and Henri, the ideal
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