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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .of journalism, as a reflection upon the intelligence of our readers. A
story, in order to be of general interest, must contain in the first paragraph its most important item of news,
just as in a speech or oration the introduction presents the gist of the principal subject matter to be discussed.
For example, our correspondents invariably begin their articles by saying that a regular meeting was held at
such a time and such a place, and that a certain person, or certain persons spoke on this or that subject. The
item of interest is placed in the middle of the article, and usually phrased in such a way as to lose its value as
news. And the conclusions are often editorial comments. If our correspondents, when reporting a story, will jot
down the special features of a meeting, then carefully select the most important feature and place it in the
introductory paragraph, elaborate on it in the body of their article, then fill in with the other items, in order of
their importance, a chief fault will have been corrected, and their story, instead of being of personal interest to
a special few, will be of general interest. It is essential in writing a good story that the writer exercise both his
imagination and cupidity. He must be able to see a story. It may happen that a lecturer or speaker may in his
speech make mention of facts which are comparatively new. Here is...
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